South Lancashire Fisheries Advisory Committee 12th January 1977. by unknown
North W est 
Water Authority
Dawson House, Great Sankey 
Warrington WA5 3LW 
Telephone Penketh 4321
5th January, 1977.
To: Members of the South Lancashire 
Fisheries Advisory Committee 
(Messrs. R. D. Houghton (Chairman);
T. A. F. Barnes; T. A. Blackledge;
R. Farrington; J.Johnson;
R. H. Wiseman; Dr. R. B. Broughton; 
Professor W. E. Kershaw; and the 
Chairman of the Authority 
(P. J. Liddell); the Vice Chairman 
of the Authority (J. A. Foster); and 
the Chairman of the Regional Fisheries 
Advisory Committee (J. R. S. Watson) 
(ex officio)).
Dear Sir,
A meeting of the SOUTH LANCASHIRE FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
will be held at 2.30 p.m. on WEDNESDAY, 12TH JANUARY, 1977, at the 
LANCASHIRE AREA OFFICE of the RIVERS DIVISION, 48 WEST CLIFF, PRESTON, 
for the consideration of the following business.
Yours faithfully,
G. W. SHAW,
Director of Administration.
A G E N D A
1. Apologies for Absence.
2. Minutes of the last meeting (previously circulated).
3. Fish Mortality at Henthorn on 10th July, 1976.
4. Fisheries in the Ownership of the Authority.
5. Report by Area Fisheries Officer on Fisheries Activities.
6. Fish Stocking by the Authority.
7. Eel Fishing in Tidal and Estuarial Waters.
§. Infectious Pancreatic Necrosis.
9. Any Other Business.
NORTH WEST WATER AUTHORITY
 SOUTH LANCASHIRE 
FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE
 12TH JANUARY, 1977
RIVER RIBBLE  
FISH MORTALITY AT HENTHORN 
A t t h e  l a s t  m e e tin g  o f  t h e  C om m ittee s e r io u s  c o n c e rn  was 
e x p re s s e d  on th e  f i s h  m o r t a l i t y  w h ich  o c c u r r e d  on th e  R iv e r.
R ib b le  a t  H en th o rn  i n  J u l y ,  1976. 'T h is  m o r t a l i t y  h a s  now b e e n  
i n v e s t i g a t e d  and  th e  f a c t s  a r e  as  f o l l o w s . ,
A t 8 .3 0  p .m . on T hursday :,; 8 th  J u l y ,  .1976, R iv e rs  D iv is io n  
wa s  a d v is e d  by C l i t h e r o e  P o l i c e  o f   f i s h  m o r t a l i t y  in  th e  
'R iver- R ib b le .  An i n s p e c t i o n ,  w hich  c o n tin u e d  u n t i l  m id n ig h t ,  
was commenced im m e d ia te ly  by  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  o f  t h e  S c i e n t i f i c  
and F i s h e r i e s  D e p a rtm en ts  of. t h e  D iv i s io n .  D u r ing. t h i s  i n v e s t i ­
g a t io n ' l a r g e  num bers o f  dead  and d i s t r e s s e d  f i s h  w ere  o b s e rv e d  
th ro u g h o u t  th e  l e n g t h  o f  t h e  r i v e r  from  M itto n  ups tre a m . t o  
; H en tho rn  W e ir . The i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was resum ed  the_ f o l lo w in g  
m orn ing  '^hen ' d e a d  f is h ;  w ere  f o u n d  above th e  Weir . d is c h a r g e
f ro m  t h e  C l i t h e r o e  Sewage wo rk s  was i d e n t i f i e d  a s  th e  p rim e  
' s o u rc e  o f  co n ta m in a t io n , t h e r e  b e in g  dead  f i s h  "a n d  i n v e r t e b r a t e s  
im m e d ia te ly  below  t h e  o u t f a l l ,  b u t  l i v e  I n v e r t e b r a t e s  above i t .  
I n s p e c t io n  o f  t h e  sew age w orks by  R iv e rs  D iv is io n  o f f i c e r s  i n  
c o n ju n c t io n  w ith  t h e  M anager, o f  th e  w orks r e v e a le d  n o th in g  
u n t o w a r d . b u t  i n  th e  c o u rs e  o f  d i s c u s s io n  i t  em erged t h a t  an  
e ight h o u r  c o m p o site , sam p le  ta k e n  th e  p r e v io u s  day  h a d  i n d i c a t e d  
a  pH V alue  p f  1 1 .8 .  ' i t  a p p e a re d  t h e r e f o r e  t h a t ' a  s t r o n g  
a l k a l i n e  t r a d e  e f f l u e n t  had  e n te r e d  th e  sew erag e  sy .stejri_ tp  th e  
s e wage w orks'. M ajo r i n d u s t r i a l  p re m is e s  c o n n e c te d " t o  the . sew age 
w orks w ere  i n s p e c t e d  by th e  o f f i c e r s  b u t  n o th in g  abnorm al was 
fo u n d . S t a f f  o f  t h e  R ib b le  D iv is io n  c o n tin u e d  t o  l i a i s e  w i th  
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  o f  th e  R ib b le  V a l le y  D i s t r i c t  C o u n c il  i n  an 
e f f o r t  t o  t r a c e  t h e  s o u rc e  o f  th e  h ig h  pH d i s c h a r g e .
F i s h e r i e s  s t a f f  ch eck ed  th e  a f f e c t e d  l e n g th  o f  t h e  r i v e r  
b e tw een  H e n th o rn  and  C a ld e r  F o o t d u r in g  th e  p e r io d  8 th  t o  1 0 th  
J u ly  and  fo u n d  l a r g e  num bers o f  dead  f i s h  a lo n g  th e  r i v e r  ed g e .
P e rso n s  w ere  s e e n  rem ov ing  dead  sa lm on  and  s e a  t r o u t  and  i t  i s  
e s t im a te d  t h a t  b e tw e en  2 ,0 0 0  and  3 ,0 0 0  f i s h  o f  a l l  s p e c i e s  had 
p r o b a b ly  b e e n  k i l l e d ,  i n c lu d in g  d a c e  up t o  0.75 l b ,  ro a c h  up t o  1.25 l b ,  
chub up to  4 lb  and  s e a  t r o u t  up t o  6 .5 l b  i n  w e ig h t ,  and  num erous 
e e l s .  A b i o l o g i s t  from  th e  R iv e rs  D iv i s io n  a l s o  c a r r i e d  o u t  
i n v e s t i g a t o r y  w ork on th e  r i v e r  f o l lo w in g  th e  r e p o r t  o f  th e  
i n c i d e n t  and  c o n firm e d  f in d in g  some 2 ,0 0 0  d ead  f i s h  o f  v a r io u s  
k in d s .  S pecim ens w h ich  w ere  s u b j e c t  t o  b i o l o g i c a l  e x a m in a tio n  
on s i t e  showed t y p i c a l  s ig n s  o f  d e a th  from  some k in d  o f  t o x i c /  
i r r i t a n t  p o l l u t i o n .
On 2 0 th  J u ly  R iv e rs  D iv is io n  was in fo rm e d  t h a t  th e  pH v a lu e  o f  th e  
in f lo w  t o  th e  C l i t h e r o e  Sewage Works was e x tre m e ly  h ig h -  Between
1 1 .0 0  a .m . and  2 .3 0  p .m . th e  pH v a lu e  r o s e  from  9 .0  t o  1 1 .0  and 
a s  a  r e s u l t  a t  2 .4 5  p .m . f lo w s w ere  d i v e r t e d  t o  s to rm  ta n k s  t o  
b e  h e ld  u n t i l  t h e  pH v a lu e  r e tu r n e d  t o  n o rm a l.
5 . F o llo w in g  f u r t h e r  i n v e s t i g a t o r y  w ork th e  d i s c h a r g e  from  
one  p a r t i c u l a r  f i r m  a p p e a re d  t o  b e  a  l i k e l y  s o u rc e  o f  t h e  
p o l l u t i o n .  Spot' ch eck s  on th e  pH i n  th e  s e w e r , a  s h o r t  d i s t a n c e  
b e lo w  th e  o u t l e t  from  th e  .w orks, d id  ;n o t  how ever r e v e a l  any 
a b n o rm a li ty  and  i t  was a p p a re n t  t h a t  i f  t h e  d i s c h a r g e s  w ere 
com ing from  th e s e  p a r t i c u l a r  p r e m is e s ,  th e  ' s l u g 1 o f  h ig h  pH 
l i q u o r  was b e in g  m isse d  by  s p o t  s a m p lin g . A t t e n t io n  was th e n  
fo c u s s e d  on th e  c o n tin u o u s  c o n t r o l  in s t r u m e n ts  i n s t a l l e d  a t
t h e  t r ^ d e  p re m ise s  and i t  was fo und  t h a t  one  o f  th e  pH m e te rs  
was f a u l t y  in  t h a t  i t  was r e a d in g  one f u l l  u n i t  o f  pH t oo low .
6 . On 8 th  J u ly  th e  f lo w  th ro u g h  th e  C l i th e r o e  Sewage Works 
was b e lo w  th e  u s u a l  d ry  w e a th e r  f lo w , b u t  th e  pH v a lu e  was v e ry  
h ig h  due t o  th e  l a r g e  p r o p o r t io n  o f  t r a d e  w a s te  p r e s e n t .  In  
a d d i t i o n  th e  flo w  i n  th e  r i v e r  a t  H en th o rn  on t h a t  d a te  was , 
'e x tre m e ly  low . T h is  m ean t t h a t  th e  d i l u t i o n  f a c t o r  in  r e l a t i o n  
t o  t h e  e f f l u e n t  from  th e  sew age w orks h a d  f a l l e n  v e ry  s h a r p ly ,  
th e r e b y  e n h a n c in g  th e  p o l l u t i n g  e f f e c t  o f  t h e  d i s c h a r g e .
7 . S in c e  th e  o c c u r r e n c e  o f f i c e r s  o f  R ib b le  D iv is io n  i n  c o l ­
l a b o r a t i o n  w ith  Head O f f ic e  hav e  b een  p u r s u in g  th e  q u e s t io n  o f  
m a in ta in in g  th e  pH l e v e l  in  th e  e f f l u e n t  from  th e  f irm  i n  q u e s t io n  
’a t  kh .a c c e p ta b le  le V e l i n  o r d e r  t o  p r e v e n t  a  r e c u r r e n c e  o f  th e  
i n c i d e n t ,  i t  i s  h o w ev er, p ro b a b ly  f a i r  t o  comment, t h a t  h a d  th e  
r i v e r  flow ' n o t  b e e n  "at su c h  an a b n o rm a lly  low  l e v e l ,  th e , h ig h
pH d i s c h a r g e  w h ich  o c c u r r e d  w ould p ro b a b ly  h av e  c a u se d  l i t t l e  o r  
no d a n g e r  t o  f i s h  l i f e  w i th in  th e  r i v e r .
8 . On 1 5 th  November o f f i c e r s  o f  R iv e rs  and  R ib b le  D iv is io n s  
a t t e n d e d  a  m e e tin g  w i th  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  o f  th e  R ib b le  ,F i s h e r i e s  
A s s o c ia t io n .  A t t h i s  m e e tin g  A s s o c ia t io n  members w e re ; g iv e n  a 
f u l l  a c c o u n t  o f  th e  i n c i d e n t  and th e  c u r r e n t  s i t u a t i o n  r e g a r d in g  
m ea su res  b e in g  ta k e n  t o  a t te m p t  t o  r e s o l v e  th e  p r e s e n t  u n s a t i s -  
f a c t o r y  s i t u a t i o n .
NORTH WEST WATER AUTHORITY
SOUTH LANCASHIRE 
FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE
11TH JANUARY, 1977
FISHERIES IN THE OWNERSHIP 
OF THE AUTHORITY
A t th e  m e e tin g  o f  th e  R e g io n a l C om m ittee on 1 5 th  Novem ber,
1976 (M inute No. 1 9 ) ,  th e  C hairm an o f  t h i s  C om m ittee r e p o r t e d  
t h a t  th e  m a t te r  o f  g ro u n d b a i t in g  and lo o s e  f e e d in g  in  M itto n  
F is h e r y  h a d  a g a in  been  r a i s e d  a t  th e  O c to b e r  m e e tin g  o f  t h e  
C om m ittee and t h a t  recom m endation  (1) o f  M inute No. 25 (3 0 th  J u n e , 
1976) h a d  b e e n  amended t o  r e a d : -
" (1 )  G ro u n d b a it in g  and lo o s e  f e e d in g  b e  p e r m i t t e d  
on th e  A u t h o r i t y 's  M itto n  F is h e r y  from  th e  
w h i te  m ark er p o s t  a t  t h e  to p  o f  H odder F o o t 
t o  th e  w h i te  m ark e r p o s t  a t  C a ld e r  F o o t on 
Sundays o n ly  i n  c o n n e c t io n  w ith  a u th o r i s e d  
m atch  f i s h i n g . "
A lth o u g h  in , th e  n o rm al c o u rs e  o f  e v e n ts  t h i s  amendment w ould 
h av e  b e e n  s u b m it te d  f o r  a p p ro v a l  t o  th e  R e g io n a l C om m ittee , members 
w ere  in fo rm e d  t h a t  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  u rg e n c y  o f  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  i n  t h a t  
t h e  p o s i t i o n  n e e d ed  t o  b e  c l a r i f i e d  b e f o r e  1 s t  Novem ber, when th e  
e x p e r im e n ta l  p e r io d  was t o  commence, th e  p ro p o se d  amendment had  
b een  a g re e d  by  th e  C hairm an o f  t h e  A u th o r i ty  i n  e x e r c i s e  o f  h i s  
d e le g a te d  pow ers a f t e r  c o n s u l t a t i o n  w ith  th e  V ice  C hairm an o f  t h e  
A u th o r i ty  and th e  C hairm an o f  th e  R e g io n a l C om m ittee .
The C om m ittee  th e n  r e s o l v e d : -
" (1 )  T h a t t h e  recom m endation  (1) above i n  i t s  
amended form  be  n o te d ;
(2) T h a t th e  m a t te r  b e  r e c o n s id e r e d  by  S ou th  
L a n c a s h ire  A d v iso ry  C om m ittee  a f t e r  t h e  end 
o f  th e  i n i t i a l  e x p e r im e n ta l  p e r io d  on
3 1 s t  J a n u a r y ,  1977 , a n d , i f  n e c e s s a r y ,  
f u r t h e r  recom m endations f o r  t h e  e x p e r im e n ta l  
p e r io d  due t o  commence on 1 s t  Novem ber, 1977 , 
b e  made t o  t h i s  C o m m ittee ;
(3) T h a t t h e  i n c r e a s e  i n  th e  p r i c e  o f  c o a r s e  f i s h  
day t i c k e t s  t o  50p be  e f f e c t i v e  h e r e a f t e r  
u n t i l  any f u r t h e r  re v ie w  t a k e s  p l a c e ."
In  a c c o rd a n c e  w ith  P a ra g ra p h  3 (2 ) a b o v e , an i te m  w i l l  b e  p la c e d  
on th e  A genda f o r  th e  m e e tin g  o f  th e  C om m ittee on 3 0 th  M arch, 1977 , 
t o  e n a b le  th e  a rra n g e m e n ts  from  1 s t  Novem ber, 1977 , t o  b e  c o n s id e r e d  
f u r t h e r .
NORTH WEST WATER AUTHORITY
SOUTH LANCASHIRE 
FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE
12TH JANUARY, 1977
REPORT BY AREA FISHERIES OFFICER 
ON FISHERIES ACTIVITIES
ARTIFICIAL PROPAGATION 1976-77
50 hen  sa lm on  and  46 cock  salm on h av e  b e e n  o b ta in e d  f o r  
s t r i p p i n g  from  th e  R ib b le  and H odder, M ost o f  th e  salm on ta k e n  
w ere  s m a ll  f i s h  i n  th e  6 to  8 lb s  w e ig h t r a n g e .
50 h en  s e a  t r o u t  and 26 cock  s e a  t r o u t  hav e  b een  o b ta in e d  
from  th e  same r i v e r s .  The s e a  t r o u t  w e ig h ts  ra n g e d  from  I s? to  
6h l b s .
1975-76
The fo l lo w in g  s to c k  was p la n t e d  i n t o  n u r s e r y  s tr e a m s  on th e  
R ib b le  and  Hodder w a te r s h e d s : -
D a te
7. 4 .7 6  
7 . 4 .7 6  
10. 4 .7 6  
21. 7 .7 6  
21. 7 .7 6  
27. 7 .7 6  
30. 7 .7 6
8 .1 1 .7 6
8 .1 1 .7 6
8 .1 1 .7 6
1 1 .1 1 .7 6
1 1 .1 1 .7 6
1 2 .1 1 .7 6
1 2 .1 1 .7 6  
21 . 4 .7 6  
21. 4 .7 6  
21 . 4 .7 6
S p e c ie s  Number S ta g e  o f  D evelopm ent R iv e r T r ib u ta r y
Salmon 14 ,5 0 0 U nfed F ry R ib b le G ay le  Beck
Salmon 8 ,0 0 0 U nfed F ry R ib b le M il l  Dam
Salmon 3 ,0 0 0 U nfed F ry R ib b le Sw inden Beck
Salmon 10 ,0 0 0 Fed Fry* R ib b le S a u n e t Beck
Salmon 2 0 ,0 0 0 Fed Fry* R ib b le R a th m e ll Beck
Salmon 2 0 ,0 0 0 Fed Fry* Hodder E a s in g to n  B eck
Salmon 2 5 ,0 0 0 Fed Fry* R ib b le S ta m fo r th  Beck
Salmon 6 ,0 0 0 P a r r  2 " -3 " R ib b le Long P r e s to n  Beck
Salmon 6 ,0 0 0 P a r r  2 " -3 " R ib b le H ow gill Beck
Salmon 6 ,0 0 0 P a r r  3 " -4 " Hodder C ro a s d a le  Beck
Salmon 3 ,0 0 0 P a r r  3 " -4 " Hodder B i r k e t t  Beck
Salmon 3 ,0 0 0 P a r r  3 " -4 " Hodder F o w le s c a le s
Salmon 3 ,0 0 0 P a r r  3 " -4 " Hodder Dunsop Beck
Salmon 3 ,0 0 0 P a r r  3 " -4 " Hodder Langden Beck
Sea T ro u t 15 ,0 0 0 Fed Fry* Hodder Dunsop Beck
Sea T ro u t 15 ,0 0 0 Fed Fry* Hodder P h y n is  Beck
Sea T ro u t 9 ,5 0 0 Fed Fry* Hodder E l l e r  Beck
NOTE; * I n d i c a t e s  f i s h  d e v e lo p e d  a t  M id d le to n  H a tc h e ry
from  ova  o b ta in e d  from  R ib b le  f i s h .  The re m a in in g  
f i s h  w ere  d e v e lo p e d  a t  L a n g c l i f f e .
FISH PASSING THROUGH COUNTING STATIONS 
IN THE AREA FROM JANUARY TO NOVEMBER 1976
Waddow W eir Month
N os, o f  f i s h  
o v e r  4 lb s
J a n u a ry  7
F e b ru a ry  O
March O
A p r i l  1
May 16
Ju n e  8
J u ly  105
A ugust 2
S ep tem ber 271
O c to b e r  326
November 13
749
W inck ley  H a ll
J a n u a ry
F e b ru a ry
March
A p r i l
May
Ju n e
J u ly
A ugust
Sep tem ber
O c to b e r
November
O
O
O
O
3
155
140
74
30
43
18
Locks W eir
463
J a n u a ry
F e b ru a ry
March
A p r i l
May
Ju n e
J u ly
A ugust
S ep tem ber
O c to b e r
November
0
O
0
O
17
3
O
O
17
124
150
311
3 . FISH MORTALITIES
L o c a tio n  Number S p e c ie s D ate C ause
R iv e r  R ib b le  10 Salmon 
below  C a ld e r  30 Salmon 
10 Salmon
29. 9 .7 6  (S p a te  c o n d i t io n s
4 .1 0 .7 6  ( in  R iv e r  C a ld e r
5 .1 0 .7 6  (2 6 .9 .7 6  a f t e r  lo n g
(p e r io d  o f  low flo w s
D in g le  Lodge 
Darwen
20
6
10
Roach
Bream
Brown T ro u t
9 .1 0 .7 6  ( P o l lu t io n  by w a te r
( t r e a tm e n t ,  c h e m ic a ls  
(R em edial a c t io n  
(im p lem en ted .
4 . COARSE FISH TRANSFERS
23 c o n s e n ts  w ere  g iv e n  f o r  c o a r s e  f i s h  t r a n s f e r s  and s to c k in g .  
T hese  c o n s e n ts  in v o lv e d  th e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  a p p ro x im a te ly  58 ,0 0 0  
f i s h .  The s p e c ie s  in v o lv e d  w ere  Bream; T ench ; R oach; Rudd; M ir ro r ,  
C ru c ia n  and Common C arp ; P e rc h  and  Gudgeon.
NORTH WEST WATER AUTHORITY
SOUTH LANCASHIRE 
FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE
12TH JANUARY, 1977
FISH STOCKING BY THE AUTHORITY
On 1 5 th  Novem ber, 1976, (M inute No. 2 0 ) ,  th e  R e g io n a l C om m ittee 
c o n s id e r e d  th e  recom m endations  made by th e  L o c a l A d v iso ry  C om m ittees 
on F is h  S to c k in g  by th e  A u th o r i ty .
The R e g io n a l C om m ittee a p p ro v ed  th e  f o l lo w in g  reco m m en d a tio n s  
f o r  su b m is s io n  t o  t h e  W ater M anagement C om m ittee who in  t u r n  a p p ro v e d  
th e s e  recom m endations a t  t h e  m e e tin g  h e ld  on  2 9 th  Novem ber, 1976 
(M inute  No. 3 7 ) .
(1) The A u th o r i ty  s h o u ld  b e  f r e e  t o  u n d e r ta k e  r e s to c k in g  i n  o r d e r  
t o  r e s t o r e  a  f i s h e r y  d e s t r o y e d  o r  dam aged by  p o l l u t i o n  b y  a  
sew age t r e a tm e n t  w orks o r  o t h e r  i n s t a l l a t i o n  o p e r a te d  by t h e  
A u th o r i ty .
(2) The A u th o r i ty  s to c k ,  a s  n e c e s s a r y ,  w a te r s  in c lu d in g  r e s e r v o i r s  
w h ich  i t  owns o r  l e a s e s ,  w here f i s h i n g  i s  made a v a i l a b l e  on 
p e rm i t  t o  th e  p u b l i c .
(3) In  o r d e r  t o  m eet th e  com m itm ents a t  (1) and  (2) a b o v e , t h e  
A u th o r i ty  s h o u ld  be  a b le  t o  buy from  com m erc ia l s o u r c e s ,  t o  
u s e  e x i s t i n g  f a c i l i t i e s ,  o r  t o  s e t  up new f a c i l i t i e s  a s  may 
b e  c o n s id e r e d  m ost e f f e c t i v e  and c o n v e n ie n t  f o r  t h e  p u rp o s e .
(4) In  th e  c a s e  o f  c o a r s e  f i s h ,  on ce  f a c i l i t i e s  have  b e e n  e s t a b ­
l i s h e d ,  th e  A u th o r i ty  s h o u ld  b e  f r e e  t o  s u p p ly  f i s h  t o  c lu b s  
f o r  r e s to c k in g  t h e i r  w a te r s .
(5) On w a te r s  o t h e r  th a n  th o s e  w h ich  th e y  own o r  c o n t r o l ,  t h e  
A u th o r i ty  a t  i t s  own d i s c r e t i o n ,  and  w i th  t h e  p r i o r  c o n s e n t  
o f  t h e  o w n e rs , c a r r y  o u t  any s to c k in g  w h ich  may a p p e a r  neceS '- 
s a r y  f o r  t h e  m a in te n a n c e , im provem ent and  d e v e lo p m en t o f  
f i s h e r i e s ,  an d  in  d o in g  s o ,  s h o u ld  b e  f r e e  t o  o b t a in  f i s h  f o r  
t h a t  p u rp o s e  from  w h a te v e r  s o u rc e  may a p p e a r  m ost s u i t a b l e .
(6) The q u e s t io n  o f  c h a rg in g  f o r  t h e  s u p p ly  o f  f i s h  s h o u ld  b e  
c o n s id e r e d  on i t s  m e r i t s  in  each  c a s e  and  any c h a rg e s  s h o u ld  
b e  b r o a d ly  i n  l i n e  w ith  c u r r e n t  m a rk e t p r i c e s  f o r  t h e  f i s h  
in v o lv e d .
(7) The A u th o r i ty  c o n s u l t  w i th  th e  A s s o c ia t io n ( s )  c o n c e rn e d  
p r i o r  t o  c a r r y in g  o u t  any r e s to c k in g .
NORTH WEST WATER AUTHORITY
SOUTH LANCASHIRE 
FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE
12TH JANUARY, 1977 
EEL FISHING IN TIDAL AND ESTUARIAL WATERS
At the meeting on 19th July, 1976, the Regional Committee 
recommended to the Policy and Resources Committee that application 
be made to the Minister of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food for , 
exemption from the Authority's system of licensing duties in respect 
of fishing for eels, seaward of the high water mark (as defined on 
the Ordnance Survey Map 1:50,000 series) within the Authority's area.
The recommendation was approved by the Policy and Resources 
Committee on 20th September, 1976, and subsequently confirmed by 
the Authority on 11th October, 1976.
A formal request to the Minister was made thereafter and excusal 
has now been granted in the following terms
"I am pleased to let you know that the North West 
Water Authority is hereby excused from regulating, 
by means of a licensing system, fishing for eels 
by means of rod and line in tidal and estuarial 
waters seaward of the high water mark (as defined 
on the Ordnance Survey Map 1:50,000 series) within 
their area. This excusal is given, under the pro­
visions of Section 25(1) of the Salmon and 
Freshwater Fisheries Act, 1975, for a period of 
three years commencing forthwith."
A formal notice was published in the Press and general publicity 
given to the excusal. The decision has already been notified to the 
Policy and Resources Committee.
NORTH WEST WATER AUTHORITY
SOUTH LANCASHIRE'
FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE
1 2 TH JANUARY, 1977 
INFECTIOUS PANCREATIC NECROSIS
On 1 5 th  Novem ber, 1976 , (M inu te  No. 25) th e  R e g io n a l C om m ittee 
c o n s id e re d  a  p a p e r ,  w h ich  had  b een  p r e p a re d  by th e  F is h  D is e a s e  
L a b o ra to ry  o f  t h e  M in is t r y  o f  A g r i c u l t u r e ,  F i s h e r i e s  an d  F ood , on 
th e  s u b je c t  o f  a  'P ro p o s e d  new IPN P o l ic y  f o r  C o n s id e r a t io n  by  
R e g io n a l W ater A u t h o r i t i e s ' .  A copy o f  t h e  p a p e r  i s  a t t a c h e d  as  
an A ppendix .
U n t i l  q u i t e  r e c e n t l y  t h i s  d i s e a s e  h a s  n o t  been  r e c o g n is e d  a s  
e x i s t i n g  i n  G re a t  B r i t a i n ,  th e  M in is tr y  h a v in g  a lw ays im posed  
s t r i n g e n t  c o n t r o l s  on im p o r ts  o f  sa lm o n id  f i s h  and ova  w i th  a  v iew  
t o  p r e v e n t in g  i t s  t r a n s f e r  from  t h e  C o n t in e n t .  In  th e  c o u rs e  o f  
th© l a s t  few  y e a r s ,  how ever, th e  F is h  D is e a s e  L a b o ra to ry  h a s  c a r r i e d  
o u t  a  g r e a t  d e a l  o f  work on th e  d i s e a s e  w h ich  h a s  r e v e a le d  t h a t  i t  
can  b e  c a r r i e d  b y , and a l s o  a p p a r e n t ly  a f f e c t ,  c e r t a i n  s p e c ie s  o f  
c o a r s e  f i s h ,  w hich in  t u r n ,  can  t r a n s m i t  t h e  d i s e a s e  t o  s a l moni d  
f i s h .
As a  r e s u l t  o f  t h i s  w ork and  f o l lo w in g  upon th e  s p re a d  o f  th e  
d i s e a s e  i n  f i s h  farm s in  S c o t la n d  due t o  th e  i m p o r t a t i o n ,o f  i n f e c t e d  
e g g s , b a s ic  r e t h i n k in g  o f  th e  M i n i s t r y 's  p o l i c y  in  r e l a t i o n  t o  th e  
d i s e a s e  h a s  ta k e n  p l a c e .
A g a in s t  th e  b ack g ro u n d  o f  th e  p r e s e n t  IPN d i s e a s e  s i t u a t i o n  in  
t h i s  c o u n tr y ,  th e  R e g io n a l C om m ittee c o n s id e r e d  th e  p o l i c y  and 
recom m endations a s  s e t  o u t  i n  th e  p a p e r  w ere  s e n s i b l e  and r e a l i s t i c  
and g av e  them  t h e i r  f u l l  e n d o rse m en t. The C om m ittee a g re e d  t h a t  
t h e  M in is t r y  s h o u ld  b e  in fo rm e d  a c c o r d in g ly ,  and t h i s  h a s  now been  
done .
APPENDIX
FISH DISEASE LABORATORY, WEYMOUTH 
PROPOSED NEW IPN POLICY FOR CONSIDERATION BY RWA'S
1. IPN is probably much more widely disseminated than has been 
thought. Although infected eggs were imported from Denmark into 
Scotland it is possible that the disease was in any case endemic, 
and its pres timed absence was probably because it had not been 
adequately looked for.
2. Although IPN is widely disseminated some waters are probably 
clear of it.
3. IPN is a disease of young fish up to the age of approximately 
six months. Older fish may carry the virus and disseminate it, 
but they do not usually show signs of the disease. Fish which
have been infected after the age of six-months suffer no ill effects 
and are not normally affected by IPN although stress and overcrowding 
can in a few cases result in an outbreak of the clinical disease 
amongst adults.
4. IPN virus, being widely disseminated, may be isolated from a 
number of sources, but its isolation may indicate orvLy that the 
virus is present. The clinical disease itself may be absent and 
will normally be absent in stocks over six-months old.
5. Control measures should therefore be confined only to fish 
under six-months old, but under these circumstances it will be 
essential that hatcheries, fry ponds and brood stocks are protected 
from infection.
6. The presence of IPN virus without any sign of disease will be 
recorded but no further measures will be taken by FDL.
7. If there are clinical signs of IPN disease on any part of a 
farm, hatchery, rearing pond, brood stock or elsewhere a 16-day 
Holding Order will be placed upon the whole farm and no movement 
of live fish will be permitted. The Holding Order will be 
repeated every 16 days until the farm is clear of visible signs 
of the disease.
8. If the farmer agrees to slaughter the stock showing signs 
of IPN and disinfect the affected holding facilities, the 16-day 
Holding Order will be lifted as soon as disinfection is complete 
and has been inspected by the Ministry. The Ministry will under­
take to recommend sources of tested eggs or fish for re-stocking.
9. As soon as the 16-day Holding Order is lifted sales of fish 
may recommence.
10. If the farmer does not agree to slaughter the infected stock
a succession of 16-day Holding Orders will be placed upon the; farm 
as a whole, or an Infected Area Order may be placed and, as long 
as clinical signs of the disease persist, no movement of any live fish or 
fish products may be made without Ministry approval. Under these 
circumstances the farmer may notify the Ministry when he thinks 
all signs of disease have disappeared and the Ministry will then 
carry out an inspection of the farm. If on inspection it is found 
to be free of all clinical signs of disease, the Holding Orders or 
the Infected Area Order will be lifted and business may be resumed.
Recommendations
1. Those farmers who have clear stocks should go to great lengths 
to ensure that they re-stock only from IPN free sources.
2. Clinical disease will usually occur only in hatcheries and 
fry rearing ponds so that fish whose health status is not known 
should not be placed in the water supply to them. Certificated 
brood stock, on the other hand, should be kept above the hatchery, 
and not below it.
. 3. Hatcheries situated on rivers or other sources of water liable
to contamination by disease or other causes are always at risk.
They should be on spring or borehole or other pure water sources 
and not more than 500 metres from that source. The intervening 
500 metres should be directly under the control of the fish farmer 
concerned.
Information
1. Such research as has been carried out gives no evidence of 
infection in wild fish stocks below infected farms.
2. Transference of fish to less densely populated conditions 
is known to produce an immediate decrease in incidence of IPN 
and its rapid clearance. In other words, crowding causes stress 
and stress is probably involved in the clinical disease.
3. Natural stocks of fry or fingerlings are usually in optimal 
environmental conditions, and not overcrowded. That is another 
indication that they are less likely than farmed stocks to be 
infected with IPN.
